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Abstract: The problem of inequality, racial discrimination and classism has 

concern of various committed writers and has been a part of their scholarly 

endeavours. African Americans, though free, were deprived of every 

semblance of equality within the political system in America. DuBois rightly 

argued that the problem of African American is the problem of colour line. 

This paper is concerned with the exploration of black women’s ordeals 

delineated by Black women writers with specific reference to Toni Morrison. 

It examines role of family, their cultural heritage, racial discrimination and role of self image in black 

women’s suffering.   
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Introduction:  

Men and women all over the world irrespective of their differences in nationality, race, 

religion, and colour are governed by more or less the same feeling and passions. Hence the inequality 

existing between men and women, between races and nations has not remained a matter of scholarly 

interest but it becomes everyone’s concern. 

 One’s experience, expectations, yearning, dilemmas and hopes to look at the world through a 

literary work in a different light with intention of creating better, prosperous and more peaceful world 

stands to be acknowledged as creative. Such work not only attracts the attention of the people but it 

earns their approval and appreciation of the people. The great legends, in whichever language they 

have been written, stand testimony to this with their deep concern for mankind and its betterment. 

 Though living in democratic country, the demand of the African American to be treated as an 

equal, still remains a distant dream. Though generations of Americans, right from the seventeenth 

century to the twentieth century, have “sought to create a social order” with “equality and justice, as 

they understood it,” extending the benefits of equality and justice to the African American has always 

been slippery. (Franklyn, 3) It is a fact that various congresses right from the first through Sixteenth 

made certain that the African Americans though free were deprived “every semblance of equality 

within and the political system . . . a man not only had to be free, but also white, in order to enjoy 

equality or even to aspire for it.” (Franklyn, 26)  

 The problem of the African American is the problem of color line as mentioned by William 

E.B. Bois in 1902. In an environment impaired by centuries of violent oppression, inequality and 

injustice, the reaction of the African American is natural. Their anger against inequality and injustice 

is their righteous annoyance. 

 The problem of inequality and racial discrimination has an impact on several writers like 

William DuBois, Claude McKay, Richard Wright and Ralph Ellison on the one hand and women 

writers like Toni Morrison and Alice Walker on the other. Their novels have been written with 

specific social purpose. The trying circumstances make the novels of African Americans like Richard 

Wright and Ralph Ellison especially relevant with their graphic details. The novels of Toni Morrison 

written about three decades later become equally significant by representing the plight of African 
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